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HOPE & CHARITY 
A charity that I hold close to my heart is Kids 
Company and this is the time of year that people 
tend to help. They do wonderful stockings for 
children who wouldn’t normally get a present 
under the tree on Christmas day. The boys, they 
tell me, lose out by far the most every year. I 
started a ‘Kids giving Kids’ campaign with My 
Baba blog last year where children coloured in a 
bag, filled it with five items and then sent them 
off to Kids Company. It’s a wonderful way for 
our children to learn about others who are less 
fortunate and about the importance of giving. 
Email: christmas@kidsco.org.uk

My husband’s birthday 
is on Christmas Eve 
and I always try to 
do something special. 
Last year we had 
reindeers in the 
garden and friends 
over for Christmas 
drinks. The children 
went crazy for them so 
I’ll take them to see Rudolph again at 
London Zoo. A magical thing to do if you 
are bored of lining up for Santa! zsl.org
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Anita always asks me to keep cardboard 
boxes and with our delivery nation, that’s 
not too hard. This month we’re making an airplane for the children. It’s not only fun to 
make but the kids love getting involved and there are so many ways you can decorate 
them. We keep these boxes for about a month and the children get so much 
entertainment out of them, it’s brilliant for imaginative play too. 

HOW TO MAKE 
1.  Start by cutting off all the flaps except for one of the smaller ones (that one will be for 

the control panel later on)
2.  On the cut-off flaps draw your wings and tailfin and cut them out. On the tail fin cut a 

slit into the middle of the base so that you can slide it onto the box
3. Paint and decorate your aeroplane, including the wings and tailfin
4. Once it has dried, stick everything together 

YOU WILL NEED
 A big cardboard box (the bigger the 

better)   A box cutter  Duck tape  

 Paint and paintbrushes 

LEONORA BAMFORD OF MYBABA.COM SHARES 
HER CREATIVE TIPS FOR CHRISTMAS

Bonfire Night is one of my 
favourite events of the year and I 
love how excited my children get. 
Coram’s Fields is on my list this 
year as it’s said to be the most 
child friendly. Before we set out, 
I’ve promised the children a ‘Hot 
Chocolate Bar’, for a treat and a 
fun way of getting them involved. 
Here’s how to set it up… 
Fill a thermos of hot chocolate 
(not too hot) and lay out little 
pots of sprinkles, chocolate buttons, crumbled flakes, 
mini marshmallows and edible glitter if you can find it. 
Hand everyone a mug of hot choc topped with whipped 
cream, and they can help themselves to the rest.

REMEMBER, REMEMBER… 

SAY THANK YOU
We are going to make Thank 
You cards instead of Christmas
cards this year. We’ll make 
mini fingerprint cards with our
favourite character, the Frozen
snowman Olaf, as our subject. To 
start, spread white paint on a 
paper plate, dip your thumb in 
it and then press it on to a 
dark piece of sugar paper. This
forms the body. Do the same 
thing with a finger to make the
head. Once dry, paint an orange 
nose and use a black felt tip to 
give him eyes, a mouth, limbs 
and buttons. You can always add 
a scarf. Let them do as many as 
they can on the page, leaving 
enough space to cut them out. 
Using a large piece of card or 
paper, cut enough rectangles 
that can be folded in half to 
make your card, and stick Olaf 
on the front. These can also be 
doubled up as little gift tags.

I love this time of year, not just because I get to wrap up in 
cosy knits but because it’s my birthday and there are always 
so many fun things to do with the family. Here are just a few 
of the activities I’m looking forward to doing with my little 
ones over the coming months, and I’ve asked my crafty side 
kick Nanny Anita to help me with some festive crafts. Enjoy! A cardboard 

box is a simple 
way to create 
hours of fun...
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FASHION FUN 
I’m completely smitten with these red, glitter, Dorothy-esque 
Mary-Janes from La Coqueta. Not only are they perfect for 
parties, they also double up as dressing-up clothes for an 

impromptu performance of the Wizard of Oz. 
lacoquetakids.com
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