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Christmas
Crafts
Nanny Anita shares her favourite festive activities for getting crafty this Christmas
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christmas crafts with Nanny Anita
Nanny Anita is a celebrity in the children’s world.
Every time people come to the house they
almost fall over themselves when they
meet her. She’s a real-life Mary Poppins.
I’m so excited about this book. Anita
dreams up so many wonderful crafts
for all ages and it’s so nice to be able to
share them with our followers. I hope you
enjoy! Leonora
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’m so excited to be able to pull together
some of my favourite Christmas crafts
and activities together in this e-book
I hope that you enjoy doing them as
much my charges and I have done.
I would also like to say a massive
thank you to Leonora, Lauren, and
Ellie for helping make this all come
to life. Merry Christmas! Nanny Anita
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A

s a child I remember making a mini felt stocking decoration at school. They
are really cute decorations to hang on your tree or you can turn them into
tiny stockings for teddy bears. I turned mine into a stocking for my teddy
and would hang it next to mine on Christmas Eve. This way Father Christmas
always used to make sure my teddy received a small gift too.

YOU WILL NEED:

On the piece you set aside, glue the
ribbon to the top corner – this is so that
it will hang properly.
Put a line of glue around the outside. Be
sure not to glue along the top or you will
glue the stocking shut. Place the front
piece on top and press down.
When they are finished, all you need to
do is find the perfect place to hang them.

Felt (in various colours)
Cotton wool
Ribbon
Decorations (glitter pens,
buttons, sequins, etc.)
Glue
Plain paper

HOW TO DO IT:
On a plain piece of paper cut out a template
for your stocking.

Felt Christmas
Stockings
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Draw around your stocking on the felt
and cut it out. You will need to cut out two
pieces to make one stocking.
Put one cut-out aside (this will be
back) and decorate the front piece.
this completely dry before moving
otherwise your whole stocking may
stuck together!
Next, cut a length of ribbon and glue it
into a loop.
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I

came up with the idea for this craft when we were in Japan. My charges had
gone for a nature walk around the hotel and came back with lots of amazing
seed casings. Amongst them were some cupules (the cup) from acorns. When
I saw them I thought they would make the perfect Christmas decoration when
paired with a bell.

YOU WILL NEED:

Acorn cupules (their hats)
Mini bells
Glue*
Paint (optional)
Paintbrush
String

HOW TO DO IT:
Firstly, you need to go for a walk to
collect your acorn cups. Since all the
leaves have now fallen you will have
to dig around a bit to find them. Let
them dry for a while at home before
adding the bells.
If you want to paint the acorn cupules
do so before gluing the bell in. We
actually found the look better when
they are not painted, as the coloured
bells give them a lovely sparkle of
colour.
Fill the cup with glue and then press
the bell into it.
Finally, add some string to the top
and then it will be ready to add to
your Christmas tree.
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*A hot glue gun is perfect for this, but normal PVA will
work just as well, it will just take longer to dry.

Acorn Bell Tree
Decorations
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Penguin Footprint
Christmas Cards

T

hese penguin footprint cards have to be the sweetest cards that I have ever
made with children. Nobody will want to throw them away because they
are just too cute.

YOU WILL NEED:
Add some goggle eyes and a mouth to
complete your penguin.
Finally cut out the penguin and stick it to
some folded card stock.
As a nice finishing touch add some snow
to the background using a white pencil or
crayon.

Black paint
Paintbrush
Black and white paper
Glue
Goggle eyes
Orange pen or pencil
Card stock
White pencil

HOW TO DO IT:
Paint one of your little one’s feet black and
get them to press down onto some white
paper. Allow the footprint to dry.
Cut out some flippers from the black paper
and a tummy section from the white paper.
Stick them onto the dried footprint.
Remember the heal of the foot will be the
head of the penguin and the toes will be the
penguins feet.
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W

hen your little ones are sent home for the Christmas holidays, you can
guarantee they’ll be loaded up with crafty creations, including cutout
snowflakes. It is a pretty standard Christmas craft to do. However,
these snowflakes are not your average snowflakes, and I think that they are truly
beautiful ones to make. It took me a few attempts to really get the effect I wanted,
but it was worth it.

YOU WILL NEED:

Coffee filters
Felt tip pens
Water sprayer
Scissors

HOW TO DO IT:
Colour in your filter. This doesn’t
need to be neat, they can literally
scribble all over it.
Place another blank filter underneath
the one that you have just decorated.
Completely spray the top coffee filter
with water; the pen should begin to
bleed onto the filter underneath.
Turn them over and now spray the
blank filter with the one you originally decorated underneath it.
When it is completely damp, press
down on them to transfer as much
colour as possible.
Separate them and fold both in half,
then half again and finally half again.
You should be left with what looks
like a slice of a circle. Now start to cut
shapes out of the sides.
Finally, open it up to see your finished
results and leave to dry out.
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Chromatography
Snowflakes

Melted Bead
Decorations

T

hese melted bead decorations are my favourite decorations that I have
made to date. They are like a sort of mini stained glass windows for your
Christmas tree. I did have some reservations about this craft when we first
tried it, mainly worrying about breaking the oven, destroying the baking tray or
even setting alight to kitchen. I needn’t have worried, this was a very easy and fun
craft to do with my charges.

YOU WILL NEED:
Place into a cold oven and set the temperature to 175c. When it reaches the right
temperature put the timer on for 10
minutes.
When the timer sounds, turn the oven
off, but leave the baking tray inside until
everything has cooled down.
Acrylic beads*
Pipe cleaners
Baking tray
Baking paper
Thread

When cooled, use some thread to make a
loop to hang it with. Be very careful when
doing this, as the fused beads will be very
delicate.

HOW TO DO IT:
Thread the beads onto the pipe cleaner
– we made mini baubles so cut the pipe
cleaner in half and added about 12
beads to it.
Bend your pipe cleaner into a 2D shape
and lay it on the baking tray covered
with baking paper. Fill the space of
your shape with loads of beads.
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*(readily available on amazon.co.uk) – they need to be around
6mm+ or they will be too small to fit on the pipe cleaner.
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I

t is always nice for little ones to make Christmas cards for their friends and
family. These wax-resistant ones are perfect for children of all ages to do.
Younger children can just paint over the wax, whereas older children can
design and paint their own cards.

YOU WILL NEED:
White crayons
Water colours
Paint brushes
Cardstock in white and another
colour for the card
Scissors
Glue

HOW TO DO IT:
Draw your picture on the white
cardstock using your white
crayon.
Using water colours paint over
your drawing.
When the picture has dried cut it
out and stick it onto your coloured
card stock.
Write a Christmas message into
your card with a white pencil or
crayon.
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Wax-Resistant
Christmas Cards

S

alt dough Christmas decorations are the epitome of children’s Christmas
crafts. I’m pretty sure most children will have made some sort of salt dough
decoration at some point. These decorations are absolutely adorable and will
make wonderful keepsakes that you will use year after year.

YOU WILL NEED:

HOW TO DO

1 cup of plain flour
½ cup of salt
½ - 1 cup of water
Green food colouring
Straw
Paints
PVA glue
Paintbrushes
IT:

Preheat the oven to 65°C.
Mix together the flour and salt. Slowly add the
water and a few drops of green food colouring.
When it starts to look like dough, begin to kneed it.
If you add too much water, then simply add a little
bit more flour.
Roll the dough out and use a Christmas tree shaped
cookie cutter to cut out your shapes.
Next use your finger to make prints on the tree these will make the dents for the baubles. The key
is not to push down too hard or you will end up
going through the decoration.

Salt Dough
Decorations

Put them in the oven on 65°C for a few hours to
dry out. About half way through turn them over.
When they’re ready, paint on the baubles. You can
use either a paintbrush or fingers to re print them.
Finally, cover the decorations with a layer of PVA
glue to give it a bit of a shine. We used glue that
had glitter in it to add a little bit of extra sparkle to
them.
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